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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1948 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Hove. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948 
but  owing  to  the  changes  brought  about  by  the  National  Health  Act 
1946,  principally  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
some  portions  of  it  only  relate  to  the  period  January  1st  to  July  4th. 
In  order,  however,  to  present  a more  complete  picture  of  the  health 
of  the  town,  I have  added  supplements  dealing  with  the  Medical 
Services  of  the  Hove  and  Portslade  Divisional  Executive  for  the 
complete  year  and  of  the  Hove  and  Portslade  Sub-Committee  of  the 
East  Sussex  Health  Committee  for  the  last  six  months,  although  these 
involve  a certain  amount  of  overlapping.  The  sections  dealing  with 
Vital  Statistics,  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  the  Incidence 
of  Infectious  Disease  and  certain  other  ancillary  matters  all  relate  to 
Hove  alone  for  the  whole  period. 

In  previous  years  I have  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  general  health 
and  nutritional  state  of  the  community,  but  it  must  not  be  overlooked 
that  the  material  upon  which  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  can  base  his 
conclusions  is  incomplete  and  reliable  only  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
certain  specialised  returns  such  as  Mortality  Rates  and  the  incidence 
of  Infectious  Disease.  He  has  for  instance  no  information  about 
general  sickness  records  and,  therefore,  his  statements  must  be  rather 
in  the  nature  of  impressions  than  of  ascertained  facts.  With  this 
important  proviso  it  does  appear  that  the  incidence  of  major  illness 
solely  attributable  to  deficiencies  in  the  national  diet  or  mode  of  life 
was  slight,  and  outwardly  at  any  rate  the  general  health  of  the  popula- 
tion remained  good.  At  the  same  time  I do  not  think  that  it  can  be 
gainsaid  that  we  are  a tired  nation  hampered  by  an  austere  diet,  only 
obtainable  in  most  cases  by  an  undue  expenditure  of  time  and  trouble, 
beset  by  innumerable  frustrations  and  difficulties  in  the  conduct  of 
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our  daily  life  and  unable  as  in  the  War  Years  to  see  clearly  a path  ahead 
to  a more  ordered  future.  Between  1940  and  1945  we  made  our 
supreme  effort  and  I do  not  believe  we  can  repeat  it  until  the  incentives 
are  more  apparent  and  the  handicaps  to  a more  normal  existence 
reduced. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Birth  Rate  following  the  trend  of  the  country  as  a whole  but 
to  a greater  degree  suffered  a decline  from  15.25  to  11.95 — approxi- 
mately 20  per  cent. — and  reverted  to  something  approaching  its 
pre-war  level.  The  factors  which  influenced  the  rise  between  1941 
and  1944  are  complex,  but  included  full  employment,  earlier  marriage 
in  view  of  the  hazards  of  the  time — and  an  economic  policy  and 
developments  which  at  any  rate  temporarily  favoured  parenthood, 
but  from  1947  onwards  the  completion  of  demobilisation,  the  decline 
in  the  purchasing  power  of  money  and  the  trend  of  political  and 
economical  events  which  were  to  some  degree  inimical  to  increased 
child-bearing  all  combined  to  depress  the  previous  high  rates.  Hove 
with  its  smaller  proportion  of  people  of  marriageable  age  was  likely 
to  be  especially  sensitive  to  such  changes  of  outlook  and  it  is  significant 
that  by  the  end  of  the  present  year  there  will  not  be  a single  private 
maternity  home  in  the  town — a result  partly  perhaps  of  a changed 
attitude  to  hospital  admission  by  the  middle  classes  brought  about  by 
the  new  National  Health  Act  but  also  an  indication  that  its  younger 
members  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  accept  parenthood  on  the  previous 
scale. 

If,  however,  the  decline  in  the  Birth  Rate  is  not  a matter  for 
congratulation,  since  if  Hove  is  to  survive  and  extend,  I believe  that  it 
must  expect  a greater  contribution  from  those  born  and  bred  within 
its  boundaries,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  total  Infant  Mortality 
reached  a new  low  level  of  25.56  per  1,000  Births  and  the  Illegitimate 
Rate  was  only  49.38 — figures  well  below  last  year’s  and  the  National 
rate  (34  per  1,000  Births).  The  Neo-Natal  Rate — deaths  occurring 
within  the  first  month  of  life — only  totalled  13.54  and  for  the  third 
year  in  succession  there  were  no  Maternal  deaths.  There  were  also 
no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diphtheria. 

The  general  Death  rate  remained  at  its  usual  level  of  about  17  and 
in  the  Registrar  General’s  classification  of  the  causes  of  death,  473 
out  of  a total  of  1,170  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  Diseases 
of  the  Circulatory  System,  228  to  Cancer  and  147  to  Cerebral  Lesions 
— all  diseases  common  in  an  elderly  population. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  what  have  come  to  be  called  the  major  infections. 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  etc.,  was,  both 
locally  and  nationally,  extremely  light— — 50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
Hove  with  only  9 Hospital  admissions  and  those  more  on  social  than 
medical  grounds  ; no  cases  of  Diphtheria  ; 4 of  Paratyphoid  ; 1 of 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  Measles  on  the  other  hand,  a disease  which 
has  changed  its  cycle  from  biennial  to  one  lasting  two  years,  produced 
740  notified  cases  and  an  unknown  additional  number  where  no 
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doctor  was  called  in,  of  which  only  7 required  Hospital  treatment. 
Whooping  Cough,  a disease  frequently  difficult  to  diagnose,  accounted 
for  168  cases  with  1 admission. 

The  2 Poliomyelitis  cases  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  the 
year  as  a kind  of  left  over  from  the  big  outbreak  of  1947.  One,  a 
small  child  of  2J,  had  a very  slight  attack,  but  the  other— an  adult — 
died  after  extensive  involvement  of  the  muscles  of  respiration.  One 
of  the  factors  which  influence  the  extension  of  the  paralysis  after  the 
initial  infection  is  the  amount  of  rest  which  the  patient  can  enjoy 
during  the  early  stages  of  the  illness  and  it  may  be  that  the  severity 
of  many  of  the  adult  cases  is  due  to  their  inability  or  unwillingness 
to  retire  to  bed  as  soon  as  any  suspicion  arises — a point  which  parents 
should  bear  in  mind  if  the  experience  of  1947  is  repeated  in  1949. 

By  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1948,  com- 
pulsory notification  of  these  diseases,  commenced  in  1940  as  an 
experimental  measure  with  a view  to  ascertaining  their  behaviour 
under  the  war-time  evacuation  and  dispersal  of  the  child  population, 
was  placed  on  a permanent  basis  and  the  fee  raised  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d. 

Responsibility  for  the  control  of  infectious  disease  in  his  area 
still  remains  the  duty  of  the  County  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
although  the  provision  in  the  Tenth  Schedule  of  the  National  Health 
Act  requiring  him  to  forward  a copy  of  all  notifications  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  within  twelve  hours  of  their  receipt  seems 
to  imply  that  the  planners  of  that  Act  were  in  some  doubt  whether 
that  duty  should  not  also  be  transferred  to  the  County  Council. 

Fortunately  in  my  opinion  if  they  had  such  ideas  better  counsels 
prevailed  and  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  wTas  left  to  deal  with 
that  statutory  obligation.  In  Hove  as  in  many  other  areas  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  local  Fever 
Hospital— the  sole  arbitrator  of  admissions — a system  which  works 
well  in  practice  and  the  spearhead  in  his  campaign  for  dealing  with 
any  outbreaks.  Now  that  the  Fever  Hospital  has  become  a section 
of  the  Hospital  Service  it  is  essential  in  my  opinion  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  even  if  he  is  no  longer  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
should  continue  to  have  the  right  of  admission  for  his  own  cases. 

A useful  adjunct  to  his  armentarium  for  dealing  with  Infectious 
Disease  is  the  arrangement  in  the  National  Insurance  Act  whereby  a 
person  excluded  from  work  whilst  under  medical  observation  as  a 
contact  or  carrier  can  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
be  enabled  to  draw  Sickness  Benefit.  Except  in  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid 
and  Dysentery— and  then  only  if  the  subject  is  a Food  Handler — 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no  power  of  compulsory  exclusion 
from  work  of  carriers  of  disease  but  the  payment  of  Sickness  Benefit 
may  serve  as  an  inducement  to  voluntary  abstention  where  on  grounds 
of  public  safety  it  may  be  desirable. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  table  on  page  22  shows  that  at  the  31st  December,  1948,  some 
2,055  children  under  the  age  of  5 and  3,145  between  the  ages  of  5 — 15 
had  been  immunised,  but  the  return  does  not  give  a true  picture  of 
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the  state  of  immunisation  in  the  Borough.  These  figures  only  relate 
to  the  records  in  the  Public  Health  Department  which  have  been 
accurately  checked,  but  it  takes  no  account  of  the  large  numbers 
who  were  treated  by  their  private  doctors.  It  is  known  also  that 
between  1940  and  1942  owing  to  preoccupation  with  other  duties 
many  of  the  records  were  incomplete  or  even  missing,  and  in  addition 
many  of  the  older  children  who  were  immunised  between  1940 — 1944 
had  by  1948  reached  the  age  of  15  and  are,  therefore,  no  longer  included 
in  this  table. 

During  the  year  716  children  under  the  age  of  5,  and  34  between 
5 — 15  received  the  full  course,  and  605  £ boosting’  doses  to  maintain  the 
level  of  their  immunity  after  the  interval  of  years  which  had  elapsed 
since  their  initial  course. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  period. 

Under  the  new  arrangements  in  the  National  Health  Act  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  to  make  arrangements  with 
private  doctors  to  carry  out  both  immunisation  and  vaccination  in 
their  ordinary  practice,  but  unfortunately  owing  to  a dispute  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  as  to  whether  these  should  be  regarded  as  coming 
within  the  terms  of  service  and  also  because  of  non-agreement  as  to 
the  amount  of  fee  payable  for  supplying  a record  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  very  little  information  is  available  about  the  number  of 
children  treated  in  this  way  by  private  doctors.  Originally  in  the 
combined  area  83  doctors  agreed  to  take  part  in  this  service,  but  by 
the  end  of  the  year  only  53  record  cards  in  relation  to  Immunisation 
and  111  to  Vaccination  had  been  received  from  36  doctors.  It  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  this  dispute  will  be  resolved  as  speedily 
as  possible  in  order  that  the  best  use  may  be  made  of  the  family 
doctor  in  this  most  essential  and  continuous  preventive  measure. 


Hove  Sanatorium. 

It  was  fortunate  that  both  the  number  of  cases  admitted  during  the 
year  and  the  proportion  requiring  specialised  nursing  was  small,  since 
all  efforts  to  increase  the  staff,  both  nursing  and  domestic,  were 
unsuccessful.  It  was  at  times  with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  then  only 
by  a substantial  sacrifice  of  off-duty  time  and  by  the  very  stringent 
vetting  of  the  cases  before  admission,  that  it  was  possible  to  cope 
with  the  variety  of  diseases  in  the  hospital.  Whatever  may  be 
the  future  use  of  the  Hospital  I do  not  consider  that  it  will  ever  be 
found  possible  again  to  enrol  a completely  resident  staff  and  the 
solution  must,  therefore,  lie  in  the  selection  of  a senior  staff  who  may 
be  content  with,  and  indeed,  prefer  a semi-rural  isolated  life  supple- 
mented by  temporary  tours  of  duty  from  a common  pool  of  junior 
members  either  trained  or  in  training. 

Although  on  July  5th  the  control  of  the  Hospital  passed  to  the 
Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  South 
East  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  only  change  noticeable  for  some 
time  was  in  the  title— from  Hove  Sanatorium  to  Foredown  Hospital. 
The  Public  Health  Committee  accepted  the  Board’s  invitation  to  act 
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for  the  time  being  as  the  controlling  body,  I was  asked  to  remain  on 
as  Medical  Superintendent  and  certain  of  the  other  Council  officers 
by  consent  continued  their  interests  in  its  administration.  Despite 
this  the  Council  found  in  October  1948  that  they  had  only  been 
allotted  one  vacancy  on  the  newly  formed  House  Committee  for  the 
area — in  their  view  an  inadequacy  which  called  for  a protest  to  the 
Management  Committee  and  subsequently  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 
In  their  replies  the  former  explained  that  the  seats  available  on  the 
House  Committee  had  been  drawn  on  from  the  Hove  General  Hospital 
and  Hove  Isolation  Hospital,  whilst  the  latter  explained  that  members 
of  House  Committees  were  not  selected  in  their  representative  capacity 
but  on  grounds  of  individual  suitability.  Subsequently  the  Public 
Health  Committee  passed  a resolution,  afterwards  endorsed  by  the 
Council,  that  it  was  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  Borough  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  continue  to  control  the  admissions 
and  discharges  for  the  Sanatorium  so  long  as  it  remained  a Fever 
Hospital.  This  would  ensure  the  use  of  his  clinical  experience  but 
in  my  opinion  it  is  important  that  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  both 
from  his  official  position  and  his  long  special  experience  of  hospital  and 
clinic  administration,  should  be  more  closely  associated  with  the  new 
bodies  now  running  these  services. 

Tuberculosis. 

A comparison  of  the  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  with  the 
figures  for  last  year  show  very  little  change — 393  as  against  384 — but 
it  is  disturbing  to  find  5 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  under 
the  age  of  15  out  of  a total  of  54  of  all  ages.  It  is  also  revealing 
that  40  per  cent,  of  the  cases  are  between  25  to  45 — a time  of  life 
when  for  their  own  sake  and  the  sake  of  the  country  they  should  be 
capable  of  putting  out  their  best  efforts. 

In  January  1948,  I gave  up  the  part-time  post  of  Assistant  Tubercu- 
losis Officer  under  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  which  I had  held 
for  fifteen  years,  in  order  to  devote  myself  to  duties  in  connection 
with  the  National  Health  Act.  Although  the  developments  in  modern 
methods  of  treatment  and  diagnosis  made  it  essential  that  this  work 
should  be  taken  over  by  someone  who  could  devote  the  whole  of 
his  time  and  energies  to  it,  I confess  I relinquished  this  clinical  interest 
with  some  regret,  especially  as  it  involved  loss  of  contact  with  the 
patients,  many  of  whom  I had' known  for  so  many  years. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  services  were  the  principal  ones  which  Hove  relinquished 
on  the  5th  July  and  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  the 
months  preceding  was  something  of  the  nature  of  a “ fin  de  Siecle.” 
At  their  final  meeting  on  June  28th,  the  Chairman  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  presented  a brief  report  of  its  history 
and  stewardship  since  its  establishment  in  1916,  and  stressed  the 
improvements  and  extensions  which  had  taken  place  during  its  thirty- 
two  years  of  existence.  She  referred  to  the  additions  between  the 
two  Wars  including  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  treatment  for  mothers 
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and  children  and  the  provision  of  Maternity  Beds  in  Southlands 
Hospital,  to  extensions  undertaken  during  the  recent  War,  the  new 
Welfare  Centre  in  Godwin  Road  and  the  War-Time  Nursery,  and 
commented  on  the  reduction  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  from  79 
per  1,000  births  in  1916  to  45.9  in  1947,  some  of  the  credit  for  which 
could  justly  be  ascribed  to  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

While  there  was  much  to  regret  in  the  dissolution  of  the  Committee’s 
independent  activities,  it  was  gratifying  to  record  that  some  of  the 
principal  members  had  been  nominated  to  serve  on  the  new  Health 
Sub-Committee,  thus  ensuring  continuity  of  interest  and  experience. 
One  of  the  good  features  of  the  new  set  up  was  the  abolition  of  the 
assessment  of  charges  for  maternity  beds  in  hospital — always  a matter 
of  great  difficulty  both  in  fair  evaluation  and  collection.  No  longer 
was  it  necessary  for  the  Borough  Treasurer  to  present  at  each  monthly 
meeting  a long  list  of  amounts  to  be  written  off  or  reduced. 

With  the  consent  and  ready  co-operation  of  the  Church  Council 
of  the  Bishop  Hannington  Memorial  Church,  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  for  the  northern  portion  of  the  town  was  transferred  to  a hut 
adjacent  to  their  Church  Hall  in  Holmes  Avenue,  and  although  the 
situation  was  not  so  convenient  for  many  of  the  mothers  and  the 
premises  not  so  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  as  the  previous  ones,  the 
new  centre  quickly  established  itself  in  popular  favour. 

The  Curtis  Committee  on  the  care  of  children  deprived  of  normal 
home  life  had  recommended  that  the  responsibility  for  the  supervision 
of  all  types  of  these  children  should  be  centralised  in  a special 
Committee  and  Department  with  its  own  administrative  and  visiting 
staff,  and  this  recommendation  was  embodied  in  the  Children’s  Act, 
1946.  One  result  of  this  Act  was  the  disappearance  of  the  Health 
Visitors  as  Child  Life  Protection  Visitors  and  the  removal  of  the  right 
to  visit  and  inspect  Foster  Mothers  in  their  homes,  although  by 
arrangement  they  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  January  1949, 
when  the  Childrens’  Department  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council 
took  over.  Although  there  is  and  has  been  the  closest  co-operation 
with  the  Childrens  ’Officer,  I believe  it  was  a fundamental  mistake  of 
Parliament  to  deprive  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any  official 
status  in  the  medical  supervision  of  these  children,  particularly  the 
babies  and  those  under  5,  whose  problems  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
solved  except  by  those  with  a medical  or  nursing  qualification. 

Up  to  July  5th  the  Hove  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
continued  to  provide  beds  and  ante-natal  treatment  for  those  mothers 
who  preferred  to  have  their  babies  in  hospital,  and  although  the  new 
Act  visualised  that  ultimately  the  method  of  admission  would  be 
through  the  family  doctor,  in  the  meanwhile  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  continued  to  book  the  cases  for  Southlands  Hospital 
and  arrange  the  ante-natal  examinations.  It  was  thought  that  it  might 
be  possible  to  halt  this  preference  for  hospital  admission,  but  in  point 
of  fact  it  is  considerably  cheaper  and  certainly  pleasanter  and  more 
convenient  for  a mother  to  enter  hospital,  and,  therefore,  unless  some 
special  financial  inducement  can  be  held  out  to  encourage  domiciliary 
confinements  the  reversal  of  the  present  system  seems  unlikely. 
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National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

On  July  5th  1948,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
held  its  last  meeting  after  being  in  existence  for  32  years  and  hence- 
forward its  duties  and  responsibilities  in  connection  with  Domiciliary 
Midwifery,  Child  Welfare  Services,  Child  Life  Protection,  Health 
Visiting,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  children  under  5,  along  with 
the  Ambulance  Service  under  control  of  the  Watch  Committee,  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  older  children,  the  responsibility  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  all  passed  to  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 
All  of  these  functions  in  Hove  and  Portslade,  except  the  Child  Life 
Protection  which  came  under  the  newly  appointed  Childrens’ 
Committee,  the  County  Council  delegated  to  a Sub-Committee  of  the 
County  Health  Committee  with  a membership  largely  derived  from 
the  Councils  of  the  two  towns  and  allowed  considerable  freedom  of 
action  in  carrying  out  those  duties.  The  actual  transfer  was  made 
smoothly,  thanks  largely  to  the  preliminary  discussions  which  had 
been  going  on  at  both  Committee  and  Officer  level  ever  since  the 
County  Council’s  intentions  had  been  announced  and  the  problems 
which  subsequently  arose  were  due  to  the  difference  between  Borough 
and  County  Council  methods  of  administration.  There  was  also  the 
point  that  in  Portslade,  the  other  half  of  the  Sub-Committee’s  respon- 
sibility, these  services  had  previously  been  carried  on  as  part  of  the 
County  Council’s  Scheme,  which  in  many  respects  differed  from 
Hove’s. 

I have  previously  dwelt  on  the  regret  with  which  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  in  Hove  viewed  the  disappearance  of 
its  functions  and  its  apprehension  that  the  new  arrangement  would 
lead  to  some  loss  of  personal  touch  and  influence — a danger  which 
has,  however,  in  practice  been  largely  mitigated  by  the  appointment  of 
several  of  the  members  of  the  older  Committee  on  to  the  new  Sub- 
Committee  and  the  retention  of  the  administration,  both  medical 
and  lay,  in  the  hands  of  those  officers  who  had  previously  directed  it. 
The  alternative  of  concentrating  everything  into  a general  County 
scheme  with  no  local  delegation,  even  if  it  had  been  possible,  would  I 
believe  not  have  served  so  well  the  interests  of  all  who  having 
benefitted  in  the  past  from  these  services  looked  to  their  continuance 
and  development  in  the  future  on  lines  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed.  The  problems  of  a thickly  populated,  compact,  urban 
area  such  as  Hove  and  Portslade  are  in  many  ways  different  from  the 
rest  of  the  County  and  are  best  resolved  by  utilising  to  the  full  the 
experience  and  knowledge  of  those  who  know  them  so  well. 

Hove  Corporation  Act,  1947,  Section  30. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1946,  Section  47. 

In  the  Hove  Corporation  Act  1947,  a clause  was  inserted  providing 
for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a suitable  institution  on  the  order  of  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  of  a person  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  or  being  aged  and  infirm  and  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  is  unable  to  look  after  himself  or  receive  adequate  care 
from  persons  with  whom  he  resides.  Cases  of  this  nature  had 
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frequently  arisen  in  the  past  and  presented  great  difficulty  in  that 
there  is  no  power  to  deal  with  them  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
Unless  they,  therefore,  agreed  to  accept  institutional  treatment  volun- 
tarily or  were  certified  under  the  Lunacy  Acts  they  could  not  be 
detained  against  their  will  and  there  was  no  practical  way  of  remedying 
what  threatened  to  be  at  times  a public  scandal.  Suitable  safeguards 
against  abuse  were  provided  for  in  the  Section — the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  had  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  in  effect  this  was  the  only 
solution  and  due  notice  of  at  least  7 days  of  the  Court  Hearing  had 
to  be  given  to  the  person  concerned.  The  Order  remained  only  in 
force  for  three  months  although  it  could  be  renewed  and  at  any  time 
the  patient  could  apply  to  the  Court  for  its  cancellation. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1 946 , included  a similar  clause  applicable 
to  the  whole  country,  although  the  procedure  for  enforcement  was 
slightly  different.  The  Local  Authority — not  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health — applies  to  the  Court  for  the  necessary  Order  which  in 
effect  means  that  there  can  be  no  general  delegation  of  enforcement 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  every  case  has  to  be  considered 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee  separately. 

At  first  glance  powers  of  compulsory  removal  of  this  nature  appear 
to  be  a dangerous  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  the  welfare  of  the  other  residents  in  the  vicinity 
who  in  some  instances  suffer  very  considerable  inconvenience  and 
unhappiness  through  the  actions  of  these  old  people,  as  well  as  the 
true  interests  of  the  individuals  themselves.  It  is  only  after  all 
methods  of  peaceful  persuasion  have  been  tried  that  the  case  is 
brought  before  the  Committee  and  both  they  and  the  Court  have  to  be 
separately  convinced  that  removal  is  the  only  remedy  and  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned.  In  the  year  1948  two  applications  were 
made  under  the  Hove  Corporation  Act,  Section  30,  in  respect  of  a 
man  and  wife,  the  former  partially  blind  and  the  latter  bedridden, 
living  under  deplorable  conditions  in  a basement.  The  Court 
granted  an  order  and  in  this  instance  at  any  rate  the  old  people  not  only 
accepted  willingly  a decision  which  they  had  been  unable  to  make  for 
themselves,  but  found  life  in  the  institution  much  happier  than 
outside.  In  two  later  cases  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
Section  47,  which  superseded  the  clause  in  the  Local  Act — a woman, 
bedridden,  suffering  from  Heart  Disease,  and  an  aged  woman  living 
under  insanitary  conditions  with  no-one  to  look  after  her — the 
Committee  passed  the  necessary  resolutions  to  apply  to  the  Court 
but  no  further  steps  were  necessary  owing  to  the  death  of  the  first 
and  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  treatment  in  an  institution  by  the 
other. 

Boundary  Commission. 

Discussions  took  place  in  October  1948  with  the  Visiting  Com- 
missioners and  evidence  in  support  of  an  amalgamation  with  Portslade 
and  possibly  with  Shoreham  and  Southwick  if  they  wished,  was  put 
forward — a 4-towns  as  opposed  to  a 5-towns  scheme.  On  the 
Public  Health  side  emphasis  was  laid  on  Hove’s  good  health  record 
as  evidenced  by  its  vital  statistics  and  its  provision  of  comprehensive 
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health  services  within  the  limits  of  available  legislation.  The 
suggested  2-towns  scheme  would  involve  a population  of  80,000, 
ultimately  rising  probably  to  116,000,  and  the  4- towns  100,000 
increasing  ultimately  to  140,000- — both  from  the  Public  Health  angle 
more  sizable  areas  and  better  administrative  units  than  a 5-towns 
with  a population  ultimately  of  about  350,000  spread  out  over  a narrow 
strip  of  coast  line  9J  miles  by  4J.  As  it  is  now  well  known  the 
Commission  in  their  Annual  Report  recommended  a modification 
of  the  5-towns  scheme— the  formation  of  a Central  Sussex  County 
Council  but  recently,  in  June  1949,  the  Minister  of  Health  announced 
the  winding  up  of  the  Commission  and  the  return  for  the  time  being 
to  the  old  procedure  of  Private  Parliamentary  Bills  for  the  extension 
and  alteration  of  boundaries. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  tables  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  demon- 
strate both  the  varied  nature  of  the  duties  and  the  attention  they  pay 
to  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  public.  For  example,  in  addition 
to  the  formidable  list  of  visits  in  connection  with  Housing,  most  of 
which  concern  the  citizen  as  an  individual,  they  paid  442  visits  to 
Meat,  700  to  Food  irrespective  of  those  where  Ice  Cream  is  sold,  and 
nearly  150  to  Milk  Shops. 

Although  the  problem  of  verminous  premises  has  never  been  a 
common  one  in  Hove,  it  was  necessary  to  disinfect  59  rooms  during 
the  year. 

Clause  32  of  the  Hove  Corporation  Act,  1947,  requires  that  all 
hawkers  of  food  except  that  which  is  sold  in  sealed  containers  shall  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority,  also  it  is  necessary  for  the  premises 
in  which  the  food  is  stored  to  be  registered.  This  clause  has  been 
most  useful  in  controlling  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  by  itinerant  vendors, 
since  wherever  it  is  sold  loose  an  adequate  supply  of  hot  water  for 
washing  the  serving  utensils  is  insisted  upon — which  can  only  be 
provided  in  the  larger  type  of  van  or  trailer  fitted  with  a sink  and  hot 
water  tank.  The  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  have  had 
the  desired  effect  of  stricter  control  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  and 
retail  of  ice  cream  and  the  consequent  reduction  in  the  number  of 
manufacturers  owing  to  the  inability  to  adapt  their  premises  and  con- 
form with  the  Regulations.  The  effect  of  this  clean  up  is  shown  in 
the  improvement  in  the  bacteriological  grading. 

In  October  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  presented  a report  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  the  alterations  and  additions  which  would 
be  required  in  the  various  kiosks  and  refreshment  places  under  the 
control  of  the  Council  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  with  two  exceptions  all  these  require- 
ments were  carried  into  effect  before  the  1949  season. 

It  is  disappointing  to  record  that  some  35  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
Tuberculin  Tested  “ Certified  ” and  25  per  cent,  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  did  not  satisfy  the  prescribed  conditions,  but  satisfactory 
that  there  were  no  failures  among  the  Pasteurised  Milks  and  in  the 
Tests  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

12 


One  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  Department  is  the  testing  of  the 
purity  of  the  town’s  water  supply  which  is  quite  independent  of  the 
obligation  of  the  supplying  authority  and  the  ensuring  of  the  safety 
of  the  King  Alfred  Swimming  Baths  and  in  both  cases  the  results 
of  the  samples  speak  for  themselves.  The  tests  in  the  case  of  the 
Baths  are  complimentary  to  the  frequent  routine  tests  taken  to  ensure 
the  reliability  of  the  sterilisation  process  and  reflect  great  credit  on 
the  superintendent  and  his  staff  who  in  the  summer  months  have  to 
cater  for  very  varying  loads  of  bathers. 

The  list  and  quantities  of  goods  condemned  also  reflects  not  only 
the  conscientiousness  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  but  also  the  close 
co-operation  with  the  trade,  but  at  a time  when  food  supplies  are  so 
limited  and  a drain  upon  our  resources  it  is  disconcerting  to  find  that 
among  other  items  13,000  tins,  127  boxes  of  cheese,  100  stone  of  fish, 
318  lbs.  of  corned  beef  were  unfit  for  human  consumption,  through 
in  many  cases  a failure  of  the  human  element  to  pack,  process  or  store 
the  product  efficiently. 


Housing. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  information  respecting 
the  housing  situation  and  the  position  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
now  under  review  110  new  Council  Houses  had  been  completed, 
206  families  were  housed  or  re-housed  during  that  period,  and  that  at 
the  31st  December  2,089  families  were  on  the  waiting  list  and  of  these 
rather  less  than  half  were  classified  as  urgent. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  in  the  previous  year,  approximately 
one-fifth  of  the  applications  received  were  from  married  couples  with 
no  children  and  two-fifths  from  those  with  only  one  child. 


General  Administration. 

While  the  report  emphasises  how  much  the  non-County  Boroughs 
have  lost  in  Public  Health  and  Social  Services,  the  supplements  reveal 
how  much  has  come  back  if  not  solely  to  the  Borough  but  certainly 
to  the  staff  as  the  result  of  the  delegation  of  powers  by  the  County 
Council  in  respect  of  Part  III  services  under  the  National  Health  Act, 
1046.  For  both  the  administrative  and  clinical  staff  this  has  been  a 
most  difficult  year  in  the  putting  off  of  much  of  the  old  and  taking  on 
more  of  the  new,  of  trying  to  harmonise  local  experience  with  County 
Council  procedure  and  much  of  the  success  of  this  change-over  has 
been  due  to  the  industry  and  forethought  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr. 
Rickett,  and  the  clerical  staff.  The  reliability  and  conscientiousness 
of  Mr.  Churcher  and  the  District  Inspectors  has  relieved  me  of  all 
anxiety  in  Sanitary  affairs.  In  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  I have 
learned  to  rely  on  Dr.  McEwan’s  judgment  and  clinical  knowledge 
and  it  was  a great  pleasure  to  know  that  under  the  new  set  up  she, 
along  with  the  Health  Visitors,  would  still  continue  to  run  these 
services. 
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Finally  I have  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committees  who  have  always  understood  my  difficulties  and  assisted 
in  their  solution  by  their  constant  support  and  encouragement. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August , 1949. 


* 
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STATISTICS,  1948. 


Area 

(Acres)  4,1010} 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1948) 

• • 

67,940 

Population,  1941  (Census) 

• • 

54,933 

Rateable  Value  (31st  Dec.,  1948) 

£1,108,405 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£4,496 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

731 

397 

334 

Illegitimate 

81 

45 

36 

Birth  rate  : 11.95. 

Deaths 

1170 

472 

698 

Death  rate  : 17.22. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

• • 

• • 

228 

Deaths  from  Measles 

• • 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• • 

• » 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

• • 

• • 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

17 

11 

6 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 25.86. 

Legitimate  . . . . 23.25 

Illegitimate  . . . . 49.38 

The  Neo-Natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 13.54 
Still  Births  : 16. 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . . 0.235 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  . . 19.70 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . . Nil 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Infant  Deaths,  1948. 

Premature  Births  6 

Broncho-Pneumonia  5 

Gastro  Enteritis  . . 2 

Meningitis  . . 1 


Miscellaneous  . . 

Total 


Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Peritonitis 
Acute  Hepatitis 
Toxaemia 

..  1 

21 


Deaths  under  one  month 


13,  61.9% 


2 

2 

1 

1 


Maternity  Hospitals. 

Normal  Cases  : Portland  Road  . . . . 25 

Buckingham  Road  . . . . 67 

Southlands  Hospital  ..  116 

Abnormal  Cases  : Buckingham  Road  . . . . 31 

Southlands  Hospital  . . 73 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  1948. 


DOMESTIC  AND  HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 

Number  of  Cases  assisted  . . . . 21  Home  Help. 

Number  of  Cases  . . . . . . 24  Domestic  Help. 

5 Helps  employed  during  1948. 


WELFARE  CENTRES. 

(The  figures  relative  to  Welfare  Centres  are  in  respect  of  the  period  1st  January 


to  Ath  July , 1948). 

Population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council  . . 67,940 

Number  of  births  notified  in  that  area  as  adjusted  by  any 

transferred  notifications  . . . . . . 191 

(a)  By  Midwives  . . . . 94 

(b)  By  Doctors  and  Parents  . . 94 

Still  Births  . . . . . . 3 


Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  Officers  employed  for  Health  Visiting  : 

By  the  Council  . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  all  Health  Visitors  : 

To  Expectant  Mothers  First  Visits — 36  Total — 59 

To  Children  under  1 year  First  Visits — 442  Total — 1882 
To  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 

5 years  . . . . . . Total  Visits — 2648 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

No.  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  2 

No.  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary 

Associations  . . . . . . Nil 


Clarendon  Villas  Centre. 

Total  number  of  attendances  : 

(a)  Under  1 year 

(b)  Over  1 year 
Individual  children  attending 

Number  attending  for  the  first  time  : 

(a)  Under  1 year 

(b)  Over  1 year 


Number  of  attendances  at  the  end  of  the  period  : 


(a)  Under  1 year 

(b)  Over  1 year 


16 


4338 

2309 

1391 


264 

44 


664 

727 


• • 


Godwin  Road  Centre. 

Total  number  of  attendances  : 

(a)  Under  1 year  . . . . . . 1615 

(b)  Over  1 year  . . . . . . 1811 

Individual  children  attending  . . . . 677 

Number  attending  for  the  first  time  : 

(a)  Under  1 year  . . . . . . 104 

(b)  Over  1 year  . . . . . . 10 

Number  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  period  : 

(a)  Under  1 year  . . . . . . 293 

(b)  Over  1 year  . . . . . . 384 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Number  of  foster-mothers  on  31st  December,  1948  . . 30 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

Homes  : 118.  Children  seen  : 310. 


DAY  NURSERIES. 

57  Clarendon  Villas  and  12  Goldstone  Villas. 

Total  attendances  . . . . . . 9600 


MID  WIVES. 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives,  who  is  Dr.  McEwan,  made  4 inspec- 
tions, received  30  notices  of  sending  for  Medical  Help,  22  in  respect 
of  the  Mother,  and  8 of  the  Infant. 


VACCINATION. 

There  were  320  Infants  Vaccinated  during  1948. 


HOME  NURSING. 

124  Visits  were  made  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis  by  the  Queen’s 
Nurses. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 
1948  was  45.  During  the  year  12  homes  were  discontinued  and  6 new 
homes  were  registered. 

CONTRACEPTIVE  CLINIC. 

Attendance  of  Hove  Cases  during  1948  : 

No.  of  new  patients  admitted  . . . . . . 9 

Total  attendances  . . . . . . . . 16 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY,  1948. 

Specimens  examined  for  : 

Diphtheria. 

From  patients  in  Hove,  primary  swabs  . . . . 122 

From  contacts  of  notified  cases  in  Hove  . . 2 

From  Diphtheria  patients  in  Borough  San.  . . 15 

From  patients  in  Portslade,  primary  swabs  . . 11 

Tuberculosis. 

From  patients  in  Hove  . . . . . . 82 

From  patients  in  Portslade  . . . . . . 12 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

From  patients  in  Hove  (Sputum)  . . . . 205 

From  patients  in  Portslade  . . . . . . 37 

Total  number  of  specimens  examined  . . . . 486 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  on  Register. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1948. 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 


SANATORIUM,  1948. 


Disease. 

Hove 

Admissions. 

Outside 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

13 

23 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

7 

16 

23 

Strep  Throat 

— 

2 

2 

Tonsilitis 

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Mumps 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

3 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

1 

1 

A.  Poliomyelitis 

2 

— 

2 

Para.  Typhoid 

4 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

2 

— 

2 

28 

41 

69 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 983 

Total  number  of  Revisits  ..  ..  ..  1587 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 1079 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  983 
Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 1079 

Number  of  Revisits  ..  ..  ..  ..  1587 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  . . 228 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . .•  755 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 750 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 14 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 67 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 86 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 67 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were  found  55 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 27 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 2 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  . . . . 8 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ..  ..  126 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 22 

Food  Retailers  Premises. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 442 

Number  of  Shops  where  action  taken  under  P.H.  (Meat)  Regs.  1 
Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 2 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Other  Food  Shops  Inspected. 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 97 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 157 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  . . . . . . 134 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 185 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . 46 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 108 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Informal  . . . . . . , . 13 

Statutory  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 490 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 12 

Statutory  . , . . Nil 
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Hawkers’  Barrows. 

Number  of  Hawkers’  Barrows  inspected  . . . . 9 

Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . . 54 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . Nil 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 79 

Number  of  visits  for  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 43 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 59 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  . . . . 6 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 28 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . 153 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Illness.  Infectious  . . 80 

Non-Infectious  . . 3 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 531 

Number  of  Visits  respecting  Council  House  Applications  6 

Number  of  Visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . 392 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Premises  in  respect  of  Catering 

Licences  . . . . . . . . 26 

Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipies  108 
Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 138 

Number  of  rooms,  passages  and  staircases  requiring  cleansing  183 
Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 380 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  205 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 75 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 240 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 18 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 11 

Number  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . 6 

Number  of  shops  with  lack  of  washing  accommodation  2 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  . . . . 6 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . 64 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 13 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . 37 

(b)  Rebuilt  after  enemy  action  . . . . 20 

(c)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

By  Local  Authority  . . . . 117 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  . . 271 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Hove  . . . . . . 239 

In  rhe  Old  Parish  of  Aldrington  . . . . . . 26 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Preston  Rural  . . . . 6 
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332  246  7 ! A77 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  ot  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

' 

' 

' 

■ 

' 

■ 

' 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

' 

■ 

' 

r-H 

' 

CO 

CO 

1 

■ 

vO 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

- 

- 

■ 

' 

Remedied 

' 

t-h 

cO 

CO 

vO 

cO 

CO 

■ 

CO 

rH 

Found 

' 

- 

T— < 

cO 

CO 

vD 

CO 

CO 

00 

T — 1 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

LO 

VD 

oo 

Cv 

o 

T— * 

v— < 

CO 

T 1 

Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  . . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7.) 

(a)  insufficient  . . 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offer; ces  relating  to  Outworkers) 

Total 

27 


CD 

& 

a 

Oh 

O 

H 

P 

O 


T3 

C 

O 

r— < 

C/5 

c 


o 

<U 

CD 


Section  110  j Section  111 

Prosecutions 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

§ 

Notices 

Served. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c). 

OS 

t-h 

55 

M/c  ' 

Line 

No. 

cO 

t-h 

t-h 

00 

Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel, 
Making,  Altering,  etc. 

Curtains  and 
Furniture  Hanging 

Cabinet  and 
Furniture  Making 

Total 

28 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Milk  (Formal) 

Beef  Sausages 
Sago 

Sterilized  Milk 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
“ G ” Brand  Milk 
Custard  Powder 
Saccharin 
Ice  Cream 


48 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

52 


3 Adulterated. 

4 Adulterated. 


ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 


No.  Ill  Milk 
No.  115  Milk 


No.  120  Milk 

No.  307  Beef  Sausage  Meat 

No.  311  Beef  Sausages 


No.  312  Beef  Sausage  Meat 


No.  313  Beef  Sausage  Meat 
No.  315  Saccharin  Tablets 


Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  3.2%. 

Added  water  4.5%. 

Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  0.93 


o* 


Freezing  point  could  be  that 
of  genuine  milk. 

Deficient  Fats  6.3°/ 


'O’ 


O’ 


Deficient  in  meat  content  7.2°/ 

Sulphur  Dioxide  110  p.p.m. 
The  sulphur  dioxide  is  within 
the  limits  allowed  for  sau- 
sages and  sausage  meat  (450 
p.p.m.),  but  the  fact  that  a 
preservative  is  present  must 
be  clearly  stated  on  this  food- 
stuff. 

Sulphur  Dioxide  140  p.p.m. 
Again  this  sample  is  within 
the  limits  allowed,  but  the 
fact  that  a preservative  is 
present  must  be  clearly  stated 
on  this  foodstuff. 

Deficient  in  meat  content  15%. 

Packet  claimed  to  contain  100 
tablets  ; there  were  in  fact 
only  96  tablets. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

Number  of  Samples  taken 
Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


OF  ICE 


CREAM. 

52 

26 

9 

10 

7 


RATS. 

The  Rodent  Operator  made  1,529  visits  during  the  year  under  review 
and  caught  584  rats  : this  number  of  rats  includes  sewer  treatment. 
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SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 

Licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Order  were  granted  : 


For  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 31 

Supplementary  Licence  for  sale  of  T.T.  Milk  . . 2 

For  bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 2 

For  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 22 

Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  . . . . . . 1 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  . . . . 102 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 56 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . . . . 13 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  taken  for  Ministry  of 

Health  . . . . . . . . 11 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 54 

The  following  Samples  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed 
conditions  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  . . . . 35 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 14 


BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

10  Samples  were  tested  and  all  were  found  negative  for  T.B. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  TOWN 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  nutrient  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  under  aerobic  conditions  and  were  then  visible  to  the 


naked  eye  as  colonies  numbered  : 

February  . . . . ...  . . 0 

March  . . . . . . . . 8 

June  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

August  . . . . . . . . 0 

December  . . . . . . . . 0 

On  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 

February  . . . . . . . . 0 

March  . . . . . . . . 0 

June  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

August  . . . . . . . . 0 

December  . . . . . . . . 0 


Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Cob  Group  : 


February 
March 
June  . . 
August 
December 


Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 

In  addition  to  the  above  1 sample  was  taken  at  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  was  satisfactorily 
reported  on. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 
Small  Swimming  Bath. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  nutrient  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  under  aerobic  conditions  and  were  then  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  as  colonies  numbered  : 

January  . . . . . . . . 52 

February  . . ’ . . . . . . 55 

October  . . . . . . . . 0 

December  . . . . . . . . 0 

On  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 

January  . . . . . . . . 0 

February  . . . . . . . . 2 

October  . . . . . . . . 0 

December  . . . . . . . . 0 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group  : 

January  . . . . . . Negative  in  100  ml. 

February  . . . . . . Negative  in  100  ml. 

October  . . . . . . Negative  in  100  ml. 

December  . . . . . . Negative  in  100  ml. 

Large  Swimming  Bath. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  nutrient  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  under  aerobic  conditions  and  were  then  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  as  colonies  numbered  : 

April 
May  5 th 


May  26th 
June  . . 
July  12th 
July  27th 
August 
September 


On  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic  conditions 


colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation 
April 
May  5 th 
May  26th 
June  . . 

July  12th 
July  27th 
August 
September 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group  : 
April 
May  5th 
May  26th 
June  . . 

July  12  th 
July  27th 
August 
September 


0 

0 

0 

290 

2 

20 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

70 

1 

1 

0 

0 


Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
1 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
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GOODS  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 

Tins 

• • 

13,265 

Jars,  Pots,  Bottles 

• * 

403 

Spaghetti  . . 

« « 

56  lbs. 

Bread  (Loaves) 

• • 

101 

Sweets 

e - 

220  lbs. 

Meat  Pie  . . 

• * 

255  lbs. 

Asstd.  Packets 

. . 

207 

Semolina 

• * 

56  lbs. 

Sago 

* • 

3 lbs. 

Salad 

• • 

9 lbs. 

Cakes  and  Cake 

49  lbs. 

Scones 

152 

Poultry  : Geese 

15 

Chickens 

. . 

38 

Tea 

111  lbs. 

Butter,  Margarine  and  Fats 

27±  lbs. 

Glace  Melon 

5§  lbs. 

Rabbits 

• 9 

60  lbs. 

Cheese  : Pieces 

• • 

6 lbs. 

Boxes  of 

• • 

127 

Shrimps  . . 

• • 

28  lbs. 

Cartons  of 

* 1 

16 

Prawns 

» • 

66  lbs. 

Fish  . . . , ' 

• • 

98  st.  4 lbs. 

Boxes  of 

• 9 

30 

Puddings  . . 

35 

Chitterlings,  Meat  Offal  and  Sausages 

€ • 

355  lbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

« • 

144 

Concentrated  Lemon  Juice 

C S 

A2\  galls. 

Imported  Beef 

9 • 

1971  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

• 9 

3181  lbs. 

Corned  Mutton 

• • 

30  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Beef 

• • 

191f  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Offal 

, # 

441  lbs. 
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